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    Nearly 14 years ago, a small group of 
local residents organized to help save 
the old and derelict Unison Store from 
being auctioned off and possibly demol-
ished.  The resulting Unison Preservation 
Society was incorporated September 11, 
2001, and the Unison Historic District was 
created, which enabled state and federal 
rehabilitation tax credits to be used in the 
store restoration. 
    In subsequent years, and with your 
steadfast support, we have expanded 
our efforts to protect and preserve the 
wonderful countryside in and around this 
historic village—an area that has been 
called by historians “the most authentic 
19th century rural landscape in Virginia.”  
More recently we have become stewards 
of an 8,000 acre Civil War battlefield and 
owners of the historic Unison Store build-
ing at the center of the village.
    Over our brief life as an organization, 
we have re-invested over $200,000  from 
grants and your unparalleled generos-
ity into area preservation. As this report 
shows, we have achieved much.  But there 
is still significant work left to do.

    The Unison Preservation Society is 
dedicated to serving all our friends and 
neighbors who treasure this area and 
who want to preserve its special charac-
ter. Help us look to the future.
    “Preservation” is our organization’s 
middle name and our basic mission. 
Hopefully this report will provide in-
sights into our work, explain our sense 
of the issues confronting the area, and 

more importantly, encourage you to 
offer your ideas on how the Unison 
Preservation Society can better serve 
this special place we all love.
    Please read this report and let us 
know what you think.  Please attend 
our special events when you can and 
give us your thoughts.
    Thank you for your past support!   
As we move ahead into the next decade 
of service to our community, know that 
your ideas and continued support will 
be crucial.

Warm Regards,
Harry Bigley

The Unison Preservation Society
P.O. Box 606

Middleburg, VA 20118
www.unisonva.org

How to Support the Unison 
Preservation Society (UPS): 

UPS depends upon contributions from 
people living in our community who 
want to preserve our historic village 
and the countryside surrounding it. 

Since the UPS is a not-for-profit 
501 (c) (3) corporation registered 

in Virginia, all contributions are tax 
deductible. Contributions should be 

made to the Unison Preservation 
Society and sent to the post office 

box listed below.

Harry Bigley - President 
Gordon McKinley - Treasurer 

Andrea Brown
Steve Chase

Tara Connell
Mitch Diamond 

Julie Diehl
Kim Hart

Caroline Helmly
Tom Hopkins

Doug Kemmerer
Howard Lewis

Tobin McGregor
Barbara Riggs

Board of Directors Our Mission
The Unison Preservation Society was 

incorporated in 2001 to help protect and 
preserve the historic village and 

surrounding countryside of Unison. 
Our villagewas placed on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register in 2002 and the 

National Register of Historic Places in 2003.
The Corporation is organized exclusively 
for charitable and educational purposes, 

including but not limited to educating the 
public, promoting an appreciation of 

history, and otherwise benefitting the public 
by preserving, promoting and fostering 
the natural character and the historic 

architectural and cultural qualities and 
resources of the areas in and around 

Unison, Virginia.

Support

INSIDE:
• Preserving our Heritage
• Preserving our Countryside
• Preserving our Village
• Preserving a Sense of Community
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A Message from President Harry Bigley



The Unison Store

Preserving our Heritage
We are fortunate to live in one of the most beautiful, historic and best preserved areas of the Nation.  
We at UPS want to preserve that rich heritage for us and our descendants to enjoy.

    The old store at the corner of Unison 
and Bloomfield roads was the geographi-
cal and cultural center of this village for 

more than a century until its closure in the 
1990’s. The building languished unused 
for a decade until it was threatened with 
possible demolition. Unwilling to see this 
historic landmark destroyed, a handful of 
Unison residents formed a not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) organization—the Unison Pres-
ervation Society—in order to help save 
the store. Creation of the Unison Historic 
District made governmental restoration 
tax credits available to a buyer who pri-
vately acquired, renovated and re-opened 
the building as a business office. When the 
building was again placed on the market 
in early 2010, UPS explored various plans 
for its continued preservation.  Through 

the generosity of one of our neighbors, Dr. 
Betsee Parker, UPS was gifted ownership of 
this historic building for use in supporting 
the surrounding community.
    Unison Preservation Society is now in 
the process of converting the store and its 
accompanying green into a Unison Com-
munity Center. Preliminary plans are being 
drawn that will both honor the store’s 
history and provide an attractive venue for 
local residents and visitors. Accomplishing 
those goals will require a major investment. 
    This very important and significant un-
dertaking will require significant commu-
nity participation in developing the plans 
and raising the funds to make it happen. 

Unison Battlefield
    Residents in and around the Village 
of Unison live in the middle of an 8,000 
acre Civil War Battlefield, often cited by 
historians as one of the best preserved 
battlefields in Virginia, and quite possibly 
in the Nation. 
    Until recently, however, very few people 
knew about the important battle that 
took place here in late 1862. To bring this 
unique historic battlefield into public 
awareness, the Unison Preservation So-
ciety, over a six-year period, raised more 
than $80,000 through National Park Ser-
vice grants and local donations. The goal 

to gain official recognition for this critical, 
but little-known, battle, was a multistep 
process. To get there, the UPS: commis-
sioned and published a detailed history 
of our important battle; hired consultants 
to study and map the area and produce 
an official nomination for our battlefield; 
applied for and won official listing on the 

Virginia and National 
Registers.
   Today, there are 
three Civil War Trails 
signs to mark key 
locations on the 
Battlefield but little 
else.  Ideas have been 

proposed for safe pull offs for visitors, for 
additional signage and for additional guide 
material and maps.   Before the UPS moves 
forward with any program for the Battle-
field, we will ask the community to come 
together to envision and decide our next 
steps to help guide visitors through these 
hallowed grounds. 

Unison Church
    The Unison United Methodist Church 
(UUMC), erected in 1835, is located about 
a quarter-mile south on Unison Road 
from the Store. The brick church is one 
of the most prominent buildings in the 
village and has been the spiritual heart of 
village life for almost two centuries. The 
church played a very historic role in the 
early days of the Civil War as a hospital 
during the Battle of Unison. Penciled wall 
graffiti and writings from that time by 
the wounded soldiers can still be seen on 
the church interior, giving this building 

even more significance. Then, as now, this 
charming structure has deep meaning to 
the community.
    UPS has recognized its role as a friend of 
this historic church.  We have contributed 
to needed repairs to the structure and 
helped gain grants to preserve its Civil War 
graffiti and to assess its physical condition. 
    With limited Church resources avail-
able for restoration and repair, the Unison 
community will need to continue to aid this 
historic building and to preserve this criti-
cal element of local history. 
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Preserving our Countryside
Our countryside has been called by historians one of the most authentic 19th century rural landscapes in 
Virginia and perhaps in the US.  We love it and we want to preserve it.

    We live in some of the most beautiful 
and best preserved rural countryside 
in Virginia and in the US.  Roughly half 
of the 40 square miles surrounding our 
village is in permanent conservation 
easement. The remaining 50 percent, 
however, remains vulnerable.
    We understand that there are many 
views on the proper use of this wonder-
ful land, as well as varying opinions 
regarding the best public policies relating 
to open land and historic preservation.  
We intend to help local residents bet-

ter understand their options to preserve 
and benefit from preservation of historic 
properties and open space by providing 
articles, information and public presenta-
tions relating to available land preserva-
tion techniques and programs. 
    As one example of our efforts to encour-
age preservation of the open space around 
our village, several years ago a developer 
proposed a multi-house development 
project immediately adjacent to the  Uni-
son Historic District. The local community 
found the proposed development incon-
gruous with the rural village character 
and landscape we value.  UPS raised funds, 

hired various experts and advisors and 
was able to successfully convince the de-
veloper to place a conservation easement 
on the property instead of developing 
it.  UPS then helped find a conservation 
buyer to own and protect this important 
property. This approach provided finan-
cial benefit to the developer, preserved the 
Unison landscape and gave the new own-
ers a beautiful, and protected, property.  
    We will continue to engage in discus-
sions about the best approach toward 
preservation of the unique character of 
this place that we all love. 

Open Space

Rural Roads
    The rural road network in and around Unison dates back to 
the earliest days of our nation and they can still provide good 
transportation and a wonderful scenic experience. Unfortu-
nately, the pressures of higher usage and tight VDOT budgets 
have resulted in many of the roads becoming increasingly 
deteriorated and in need of better care and maintenance.  UPS 
board members now serve on the Rural Roads Committee 
which was formed with the help and involvement of 26 other 
member organizations to work with VDOT and our local of-
ficials to improve the care of our rural roads and old bridges.  
The committee has been successful in raising awareness, in 
passing legislation and in getting additional resources applied 
to our old roads.   
    We will keep you informed about activities related to our ru-
ral road network.  You can help through communications with 
local officials about how much you value these old roads and 
by telling them that you want them better maintained.
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Preserving our Village
The lovely village of Unison, settled about 1730, is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  The UPS is working to continue 
to make Unison a great place to live.

    The mature trees shading our properties and roads and the plantings of shrubs and 
flowers in many of our yards, add hugely to our local quality of life.  UPS has made ar-
rangements for reduced pricing for native trees and shrubs for planting in and around 
Unison.  Many residents have already taken advantage of this opportunity.  UPS itself 
has raised over $12,000 for planting specimen trees and shrubs around the village 
and in our new Village Green area beside the old store. Planning for various additional 
plantings in the open area next to the store is underway to create both an attractive 
and a comfortable village green for all of us to enjoy. 

Planting

Clean Up
    Many of us have participated in “village clean up days” and in the Keep Loudoun 
Beautiful program to rid our yards, roads and roadsides of litter and trash.  UPS ha 
also organized village events, provided information and provided large temporary 
Dumpsters for removing major unwanted materials from our households and property.  
UPS also has adopted several miles of local public roads under VDOT’s Adopt-A-Road 
program to keep the roads in and around the village clean and litter-free. We would all 
benefit from more of our citizens participating in these useful community activities.  
Please consult our website for upcoming clean up events.

Traffic Calming
    Concerns about safety on our roads dates back to the very earliest days of Unison 
in 1817, when a group of local citizens petitioned the State Legislature against the 
dangers of horseracing on the local roads and asked that these “dangers to the pub-
lic order” be penalized.  More modern worries about the safety of our residents are 
focused on speeding and careless automotive and commercial drivers. Any plans to 
calm traffic through our village will be discussed with members of our community 
before settling on any particular measures.

Signage
    We have already erected “National 
Register of Historic Places” signs at three 
of the entrances to our village and three 
“Civil War Trails” signs help inform visi-
tors to our battlefield. To guide and inform 
local residents and to underscore the 
sense of a “special place”, some residents 
have proposed additional signage.  We will 
consult with residents before adopting 
any of these ideas.
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Preserving a Sense
                 of Community
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    Every Fall the UPS hosts a village cel-
ebration with music, good food, interesting 
auctions and a chance for local residents 
and interested non-locals to renew friend-
ships and our celebrate connection to the 
rural village neighborhood. This annual 
event is also our major fundraising activity.  
We are planning a fun day for us all this 
coming October and hope to see everyone 
again this year.

Heritage Day

    The Unison Store and the Methodist Church have been wonderful venues for art shows, yoga classes, 
community meetings and history lectures.  We are assessing new and more extensive programs that 
will appeal to our community and will seek your guidance in selecting ones that are of most interest. 

Community Newsletter, Lectures, and Programs

    Many of us have enjoyed the beautiful 
music under the old oak trees as evening 
falls at Mayo Brown’s farm just north of 
the village.  The food and wine are as good 
as the views of the rolling hills of the Blue 
Ridge in the distance. All of the  proceeds 
go toward planting trees and shrubs in 
Unison.  With the development of our new 
Village Green next to the Unison Store, 
the UPS will have greater opportunities to 
provide more afternoons and/or evenings 
of music.   We plan more such events and 
will keep you posted.

Music in Unison

Let Us Hear From You!
How best to utilize the Unison Store Building and Property; 
How to make the Battlefield more visitor friendly while protecting landowner privacy; 
Other areas in which you have interest.

Below are three ways to inform us of your thoughts.

1. UPS will continue to hold meetings at the Unison Store building to allow you 
to interact with our Board of Directors and to learn more about possible future 
UPS activities. Please come and share your ideas.  Notice for these meetings will 
be sent in the mail and posted to our website.  Please ensure that we have your 
current conventional and email addresses on our lists.

2.  Email us with your thoughts, ideas, comments at unisonpreservsoc@unisonva.org.

3.  Visit the UPS website at www.unisonva.org and go to the Contact Us page.

Your input is critical, so please use one or more of the above methods to 
communicate with us. Thank You!
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UPS Nine Year Financial Summary
UPS Revenues UPS Expenses

Excluding the one-time gift of the Unison Store.
Other: 

Store net income: 2%
Interest: 1%

Excluding depreciation.

Fiscal years 2005 through 2013

Nine Year Financial Summary1

2005          2006          2007         2008          2009          2010          2011         2012          2013              TOTAL

Fiscal years starting July 1

Donations2

Donations (non-cash)3

Federal Grants4

Heritage Day (net)5

Interest
Unison Store (net)6

Net Revenue

Revenues

Expenses
Special Projects7

Grants and Awards8

Landscaping/Trees9

Operations10

Depreciation11

Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)
Add Back Depreciation12

53,565

    -

    -

5,553

46

    -

59,164

5,488

    -

    -

5,554

    -

    -

11,042

    14,951       

    -

    -

2,908

    -

    -

17,859

    7,265       

    -

    2,000

9,097

    232

    -

18,594

    2,875       

    -

    27,500

7,799

    404

    -

38,578

    9,825       

    -

    -

6,353

    277

    -

16,455

    7,184       

    -

    19,513

11,221

    219

    -

38,137

    4,455    

403,771

    -

2,895

    109

    (1,201)

410,029

    6,792

    -

    -

14,478

    71

    7,797

29,138

    112,400

   403,771    

49,013

65,858

    1,358

    6,596

638,996

25,342

    -

    1,030

5,167

686

    32,225

26,939

27,625

10,091

    3,000

    9,044

2,047

686

    24,868

(13,826)

(13,140)

849

    1,000

    -

4,420

686

    6,955

10,904

11,590

11,210

    -

    7,146

3,823

686

    22,865

(4,271)

(3,585)

29,571

    -

    242

4,567

686

    35,066

3,512

4,198

17,018

    -

    720

3,803

686

    22,227

(5,772)

(5,086)

15,450

    -

    800

6,163

684

    23,097

15,040

15,724

7,550

    -

    325

6,588

2,818

    17,281

392,748

395,566

3,000

    1,237

    3,296

7,134

    17,230

31,897

(2,759)

14,471

120,081

    5,237

    22,603

43,712

    24,848

216,481

422,515

447,363

Notes: 

$235,225 $191,633

1. Although the Unison Preservation Society (UPS) was founded in 2001, it did 
not have income or donations sufficient to require filing IRS Form 990 until 
2005.  These very modest amounts, a few thousand dollars, have been omitted 
from this summary.
2. Donations have ebbed and flowed depending on the specific projects under-
taken by UPS.  Donations in 2005 reflect the UPS’s fight against an unwanted 
subdivision near Unison.  Donations in 2007-2010 reflect the UPS effort to 
preserve the Unison Battlefield.

3. Smaller, non-cash donations of items to Unison Heritage Day are accounted for 
in the net proceeds from Unison Day.  The only significant non-cash donation is 
the gift of the Unison store from Dr. Betsee Parker to UPS in FY 2012.
4. UPS was awarded a total of $65,366 in Federal grants for a report on the 
battle and to nominate the battlefield to the National Register of Historic Places.  
The amounts in this report reflect the portion of that total expended directly 
by UPS during this nine year period.  Portions of our Federal battlefield grants 
were transferred directly by the National Park Service to recipients and are not 
reflected in these figures.

Continued on reverse side.

Donations
48%

Special 
Projects

62%
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Assets

 Balance Sheet and Income Statement 1

Income

Liabilities

Fiscal year 2013: July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014

Expenses

5. Reported here are the net proceeds from Unison Day after accounting for all 
tickets and auction sale proceeds and subtracting all event expenses.
6. Reported here are the net proceeds from the ownership of the Unison Store 
including all rents collected and expenses paid.  Details are in Form 990.
7. Special projects undertaken and funded by UPS income: designation of Unison 
as a Historic District; fighting unwanted subdivision near village; creating the 
Unison Battlefield and having it registered; and preserving the Unison Store and 
converting it to a community center.
8. UPS has made several small grants toward preserving the Unison Methodist 
Church building and the Civil War “graffiti” on its walls.  This also funds the UPS 
Citizen of the Year Award.

9. Planting trees and other landscaping is a principle focus of the UPS 
beautification activities.
10. Operations include: accounting fees; advertising and promotion of Heritage 
Day; bookkeeping fees; utility costs; insurance; registration fees; printing and 
mailing the UPS newsletter; and minor miscellaneous costs.
11. Years showing a net operating loss occurred principally because funding from 
the Federal Government for mapping the Unison Battlefield did not arrive in sync 
with the UPS fiscal year.  Overall, grant income and expenses were a wash.
12. Adding back depreciation is one way of illustrating the actual cash operations 
of UPS.  As illustrated in FY 2013, depreciation on the large value of the Unison 
store can obscure actual cash operations of UPS.

Notes: (continued from page 7)

Land and Buildings (less depreciation) $404,928
Cash (non-interest bearing)       32,251
Pledges                  4,606

   Total Assets $441,785 
 

Security Deposits (store renters) $2,200

    
                              
  Total Liabilities $2,200

Net Assets/Fund Balance: $439,585

1The above data are from Form 990 as prepared and submitted to the Internal Revenue Service by Yount, Hyde, and Barbour, CPA.

Balance Sheet:

Income Statement:

Gifts and Contributions                    $6,792 
Unison Heritage Day Net 
(donated items + tickets less expenses)      14,478 

Interest                71 
Net Income (Unison store)           7,797

           Total Revenues      $29,138

Special Projects         $300
Awards and Grants        1,237
Landscape and Trees        3,296
Operations         7,134
Depreciation11       17,230

Total Expenses   $31,897   
Net Income (Loss)     (2,759)
Add Back Depreciation:   $14,471


